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CONHDENTIAL—

KASHMIR

Kashmir, officially Jammu and Kashmir, 18 a bighly mountainous
state about th of Minnesota. Several major mountain ranges
aligned northwest-southeast croas this area of 85,000 square mile
inder movement to and rom the Vale of Kashmix, the traditional
canter of local power. Kashmir lies at the juncture of Hi
i Tibetan-Busdiat cultoral realme and han boon fought over and
ruled by a number of different peoples during & t invaders
rom contral and southern Asis have crosscd the passes and pettled the
valleys, leaving their im; amesous distnctive tatas and prinel-
Talities, Thin Physical and cultural diversity an
Fetione have oon mJor factors conteivating o traditionss Inck of
political cohosiveness and awareness of identity among ita nearly 5 mil-
lion inhabitants.

lom,

When s cense-(ze balted fghting o 1949, Inda contrlled sbast
two-thirds of Kas & popelasion tat now cuezbere
vout 3,360,000 porsens, of whorn soume 10 parcent are Mo
The most important territorial result of the ire was that Tndia

This valley, actually a

gatned contron of the famed Vale of Kashmir.

aod ssazly 2 million babitens
2o Left in control of amall arens of densely populated plains in the
thua, and of about 75 percent

The tersitory .
< line, including the districts of Muzai , Punch,
Mirpur, was organisod vy o Novermber 1947 ito Auad Kashs

(Free Kashmir with an ademiniacrative contor t the town of Musatlarsbad.

According to Pakistan, Asad Kashmir is under a separate provisional
Govarmimect, panding soittement of the diapute, but seralty 1 18 Sontrolled
from Rawalpindi.

THE GEASE-FIRE LINE

fire line (CFL) extends from the Punjab plains on the

Tor sbout 10 uses norei
ration of spproximately | . mm feet,
hat aze paxt of  narrow belt of similar tersain tat ong the
tern frontier of Kashmir. e, e e
nd cumesous wlisges. axe m.x ‘o gently rolling,
with a pronounced north to south ery small
itolated mousds oe bllocks rise 10 me 20 foo above i sustuce of the

ki is the bown of Tarame, e second urgest
Lo i Kasbomis and he it capita of inflan Kastumis, and the ooy
motorable road supplying Indian forces in the Vale and along the China.
Tovan o Laaait pesses theough Jums 4

From the Northern edge of the laine the CFL sxtends nosimrest
est-southeast
ridges are some 3,000 to

Punch. hahra to the heights

Range consists of approsimately 40 miles of very rough pill and atley

coutey. Alfaongh sgriculurally poor, In fact mostly barren, he azee
populate

is fairly densely a has small vi arz

Taliey Gaiants or seraggting u slopee.

Although supply route generally follows valleys, there
e two difficult climbs ove! allzidgos 5, 300 to 6,000

fect high, and the road probably i ueuableonlyin fairwesther. 'The
Asad
e o s o it seccion s batween bocpar
Kotli where the road crosses the steep ridges of the Siwalik Range.
also leads west from the Punch Valley to Muree.

s and
Aroad

Nozthenst of Punch the GFL astars the Blx Paatal Range, which
forms the western rim of the Vale of Kashmir. Peaks of the

Pir Panjal rise o slovations of 12,000 to 14,500 fest nd many slopes
a8 high as 11,000 f covered with coniferous forests

Seneral appearance strongly sugs

West of Gulmarg the CFL follows the crest of the Pir Panjal for a

¥ The town of Punch is on the Indian side of the cease-fire line.

= For background on Kashmix's borders with Communi

¥
see CIA/RR GM 62-9, The Disputed Frontiers of Kashmir,
November 1962, 5.

POPULATION AND ADMINISTRATION
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miles and then turns west, paralleling the Jhelum Valley. Al-
ociated ranges on the northwest

ment into the fertile Vale, a
barsier broken only by the deep valley of the Jhelum River, numerous
cattle tracks and footpaths lead from southwestern Kashmir across

By largo mumbezs of shewp. goats, aad caile brougs up by hexders

from the plains and lowlands. The Jhelum Valley, at

G006 o 5,000 fev 1 the i approuch to o Vale, howevers

and the recent Indian seizure of the Haji Pir Pass (elevation 8,650

feet) south of Uri was intended to prevent infiltrators based in th
h salient from using the Jhelum route

Northeastern Sector: Near Ui, the CFL parallels the Jhelum
then runs northward to the Kishanganga River

ithwal. From this point to Kaizalwan, the line generally is a

few miles cast of and 4,000 o 6, 000 feet higher than the Pakistan-

held Kishanganga Valley, though 1 owo places t follows the Kishasguaga

River itsell for short distas rain is similar to that of the

Bir Paniel Range contry, with desply ncronched river valleye, Jarge

areas of coniferous forest, and barren, rocky peaks and ridges

12,000 to 14, 000 feet in elevation. ~Settlements axe few, largely con-
ver lowlands and occasional slopes below 7,000 or

Indian outposts north of the Jhelum Valley are supplied via
network of motorable routes leading from Srinagar to the N."um..
part of the Vale. In contrast, Pakistani posts are served

trow’zonts tha fonew the sesy alopes of
the Thelum and Kishanganga Valleys, Both roads are damaged
frequently and blocked by slides during

of Kanralwan the CEL cronscs the upper Kishanga

Himalaya Raoge. For 0

e Jine gonerally
at

uninhal
Fiantedtrocs near villages: the few
generally located in the major river valleys.

akistani area to the north and northwest of the CFL is

some of the world's most rugged terrain in which man tries to

make a living. Pakistani posts are few in this sector and probably
occupled only seasonally. ~Access ta the CFL is mainly via animal
iver valleys. A jeop road from Abbottabad north to
Ghilse is open for  few manth during summer; otber jaepable
tracks radiate from Skardu, but the two systems are not believed
o tntercomnected.

Most of the area south of the CFL in Indian-controlled territory
is administratively part of Ladakh. This area is probably even higher
on the average than northwestern Kashmir and is more sparsely
inhabited, but in the very high mountains of the eastern part are some
fairly broad, open valleys and very high, rolling, desolate plains and

The Indian posts are supplied by the important Srinagar - Leh

Zoad, which alio tarves Jaisn roes opposiag the Chiness slong
o Ladal gil, however, this oad closely

Abproaches Fabiotant territony, and ot Karil te Puskistan po

later Indian withdrawal was followed by reoccupa-
tion during the present crisis

CLIMATE
‘The climate of the southern sector of the CFL resembles that

of the north Indian plains, with modifications induced by elevation.
The summes monsoon

ioial, accompanied by considersble cloodiness, normaily averages
out the same ds

mountaine from the mansoon, tnd during fuly and August receives oaly
2104 inches each month. The ains in northern Indla are
unpredictable and vazy considerably.  ARer the xereoat of the monsoon

With
fog becomes
Tt Jaimama ron i southwostern l(.lhrn!

the high owever, winter is marked by somewhat
Sreater precpation ind some oy
5,000 fest, precipitation is mainly rain

odi
Snow covers the Vale for most of the period from January through
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mid-March, with depths occasionally up o  foot. Spring snowstorms
are not infrequent and may temporarily block routes out of the Vale
until early May.

The summer monsoon seldom reaches beyond the Great Himalaya
Range sorth sad east of the Vals. In the deep valleys of the Incus end
its tributaries, a desertlike envizonment untered and yearly
anmpxutmn, ‘mostly enow,
and trails and
Pusses axo poriodieslly chasod. Strong. witing winds and subressiog,
occasionally subsero, temperatures intensiy problems of kesping
supply lines open and vehicles in operating conditic

TRANSPORTATION

Tha teaditonal tines of communicaion betwewn the plans end
the Vale of Kashmir were altered by tablishment of the coase-
frelios, Becsase the maln Thabem Valtey sccess ose to the vate
entered from Pakistan, India q improved and sebult sctions
of an exiating roas that led st from Tamm to ar a

many mi

Ind ts along the CFL are reasonably well supplies by an
eterion notwomk of rosde s s5acks radisting from the majon
supply base at Srinaga

Puiistact d Assd Kashomiei orces south of the Jhelum o

e Murae and Nirpu,
North of the Jhelum, however, rosds are fow and

are difficult to maintain. Kansatwan, Pikistant po
Slong the CEL are supplied by long and ciscuttous reutes that require
animal transport in some pla

Both India and Pakistan rely heavily on air resupply. Srinagar
y goods are trans

el a0 thoss facing Paistasi troope slong e GrL n= c.plbﬂ\ty
of 8 n Government to maintain ite presence i

morthwest Gilgis ares dupends Tasgely on suppties brought by air to
Gilgit and Skarda and then moved over perilous jeep roads to out-
lying areas.

The locational significance of the Indian line s of communication
in southern Kashmir is their close proximity to the West Pakistan
Akbnur, via Jammu, the main Indian
ross open plains from the Pakistan
In contrast, Pakistan supply line CFL are ps
tacted by o combinadon of thal distance trom Indlan-held teitory
cross rough terrain that would ms
e Tast north Indian plains adioin
‘These densely populated plains
and rail

sy, although several major northeast-southwest aligned rivers
ns (alsly dense network of canals present local obstacles.

ouTLOOK

hmiz is more than a territorial issue. The

continuod. sxistence of  divided Kashimts ae becerme & symbl of

Indian aggressi and Pakistani inability to cope with Indian

Powat. " Erustrations bave incresasd o ecens years

even to di Kashmiz, measures has

Sihten the cn...mmw ‘bonds betw
ince late 1962 Indian military strength has be

and generate inter~
ix settlement.

pressures

x India, in contrast, Kashmir has been but one of many
Loreign policy problome.  The starus que 3o move pelatable 1o
in control of the most important and productive
not allow Indian control of the
Vale of Kashmir appears to be unacceptable. This position has
been reinforced in recent ysars by the border conflict, between
China, as the only ground route to Indian forces
in eastern Ladakh runs through the Vale. An alternate route via
the Kulu Valley to the Indus ia now under construction, but its
completion probably is years away.

settlement of the Kashmir dispute is the key to peace in the
subcontinens, o after 18 ekre  means of settling the diapate
appears to be more remote than ever.




